
 
 
E-News 23 July 2009 
 
The South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc. (South Coast NRM Inc.) is the regional group for 
natural resource management in the South Coast Region of WA, funded through the Western 
Australian and the Australian Government.  
 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME! WE WOULD LOVE TO SHARE YOUR NEWS.   
 
South Coast NRM Inc. E-News is an information and k nowledge sharing service circulated 
throughout the South Coast Region and to many partn ers outside the Region. Please feel free to 
forward this email to others who may benefit from r eceiving it.   
 
If you would like to contribute to the South Coast NRM E-News, send your information to 
info@southcoastnrm.com.au. Articles are to be received on the first and third Tuesday of each month 
for distribution in that week. 
 
WE ARE HAPPY TO PRINT YOUR ARTICLES AND INFORMATION REGARDING 
CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS ETC – HOWEVER, PLEASE REMEMBER:  Articles must be brief 
(max. 200 words) and include relevant contact details. Unfortunately, no pamphlets, brochures or 
attachments will be accepted; however web links to file downloads are permitted if included with an 
article. 
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============================= 
General News: 
============================= 
 
1  Dieback on the agenda at Gull Rock 
 
Spreading the message that Phytophthora Dieback remains a serious threat to biodiversity along the 
South Coast was the aim of a recent visit to Gull Rock by South Coast NRM, Greens Senator Rachel 
Siewert, Department of Environment and Conservation, Murdoch University and local journalists.  
 
South Coast NRM’s Acting Phytophthora Dieback Project Manager Annabelle Bushell, Operations 
Manager Justin Bellanger and Regional Biodiversity Facilitator Deon Utber joined invited guests for a 
walking tour through dense Dieback infested scrub off Gull Rock Road, near Nanarup.  
 
Department of Environment and Conservation research scientist Chris Dunne and Murdoch University’s 
Dr Bill Dunstan provided further commentary to the assembled media, ahead of heavy rain and a picnic 
lunch. 
 
Following the tour, Senator Siewert met with South Coast NRM chairperson Alex Campbell and Acting 
CEO Lee Sounness to discuss raising the profile of Dieback in Canberra and the need for future federal 
funding to halt its spread. 
 

 
DYNAMIC DUO: South Coast NRM’s Annabelle Bushell an d Justin Bellanger  
surveying Dieback infestation at Gull Rock, near Na narup.  

 
 

2 Denmark Morning Tea 
 
Denmark’s Centre for Sustainable Living was the venue for a South Coast NRM-hosted morning tea 
last week to support the victims of the devastating Denmark Environment Centre fire. 
 



Staff and committee members from the Denmark Environment Centre, Green Skills, Denmark Weed 
Action Group, Shire of Denmark, CSL and South Coast NRM joined to raise their teacups in recognition 
of the enormous effort underway to resume operations and rebuild records and files lost in the fire.  
 
Louise Duxbury from Green Skills addressed the crowd and conveyed her thanks for the support shown 
by South Coast NRM and the Denmark community.   
 
Plans are already afoot to replace the gutted Denmark Environment Centre with a state-of-the-art solar-
passive building in what has been dubbed operation “Green Phoenix”.  
 

 
SOLIDARITY: Top L-R Alex Campbell, Lee Sounness, Cr aig Carter and Phil Cocks. 
Bottom L-R Judy Blackwell, Dorothy Redreau, Janice Marshall and Louise Duxbury. 

 
 

3 South Coast NRM Inc. Biodiversity Newsletter (Rep eat) 
 
The second issue of the South Coast NRM Inc. Biodiversity Newsletter is now available. 
Visit www.southcoastnrm.com.au to download an electronic version or contact South Coast NRM on 
(08) 9845 8537 or info@southcoastnrm.com.au to request a hard copy. 
 
4  Regional Achievement & Community Awards (Repeat)  
 
Nominate NOW for prestigious Awards! 
 
The statewide regional search has begun for individuals, businesses, environmental groups, leaders, 
Local Government best practice initiatives and community groups that are making a difference in 
regional and rural Western Australia through their hard work, dedication and innovation. 
 
We invite you to nominate, or alternatively nominate someone you know that deserves recognition for 
their commitment and community contribution. 
 
Nominations are now open in the following categories: 

·  Australia Post Community of the Year Award 
·  Department of Local Government and Regional Development Local Government Best Practice 

Award 
·  Landcorp Sustainability Award 



·  Curtin University of Technology Regional Service Award 
·  RSM Bird Cameron Business Enterprise Award 
·  Department of Indigenous Affairs Indigenous Service Award 
·  CSBP Environment Award 
·  Horizon Power Leadership and Innovation Award 
·  Water Corporation Water Conservation Award 

 
Great prizes are on offer including a share in $18,000 in Bank Accounts from the Commonwealth Bank. 
 
Nominations close Wednesday 5 August 2009 and winners will be announced at a Gala Awards 
Presentation Dinner held Friday evening 23 October 2009 at the Perth Convention Exhibition Centre. 
 
For more information or if you have any questions please call the Awards office on (08) 9201 1155 
email: wa@awardsaustralia.com or via www.awardsaustralia.com/RACA_wa.html 
 
5 Perennial Seeds for Sale (Repeat) 
 
The Oyster Harbour Catchment Group has some perennial seeds available for sale – Stamina and 
Croppa 9 Lucerne, and Resolute and Quantum Tall Fescue. 
 
For more information please contact Heather Adams on (08) 9854 1051 or email 
heatheradams@activ8.net.au 
 
6 Albany Hour 2009 (Repeat) 
 
This is series of seminars on specific Fridays at 3:30pm, Department of Agriculture Albany Conference 
Room. 
Please contact Sally Peltzer on (08) 9892 8504 for more details and note that the seminar dates will be 
subject to change. 
 
July 24 
Jeremy Lemon and Peter Robson 
Clients, Customers and Stakeholders – Delivering the Goods! 
 
August 7 
Ruhi Ferdowsian 
 
August 21 
Svetlana Micic 
Integrated Pest Management and the implications for broad acre cropping. 
 
September 4 
Peter Dawson 
Developing strategic alliances to foster potato exports (or – taming a national team, not to mention the 
Indonesians) 
 
October 16 
David and Rachel Low 
Mapping and other things. 
 
7 Torbay Catchment Group Speakers (Repeat) 
 
The Torbay Catchment Group is hosting the following speakers at their regular community meetings as 
follows: 



 
Wednesday 5 August – David Hughes-Owen & Mike Sillifant, Water Corporation. 
Wednesday 16 September – Keith Smith on Native Orchids – Hidden Treasures of Torbay. 
Wednesday 28 October – Dr Paul Close – Environmental Water Requirements of Marbellup Brook and 
Torbay Inlet. 
 
All meetings are held in the Elleker Hall on Hassell Street, Elleker and start at 7:30pm. All welcome. 
For further information please call Lesley Hart on (08) 9841 0119 or email 
Lesley.hart@water.wa.gov.au 
 
=============================== 
Events & Activities including Conferences: 
=============================== 
 
8 Kontiki Tour 2009 (Repeat) 
 
Kontiki Tour 2009 for 18 to 30 year olds. 
 
Want to tour the Albany CBH Port Facility? 
 
This is a hands-on workshop on accessing aerial photography and mapping your property from your 
home computer. 
 
Visit the farm of perennial and Saltland pastures Guru Ian Walsh, see surface water management in 
action and find out what the Farm Water Grants scheme means for you. 
 
Spend two days networking with other young people in agriculture and much more. 
 
Departing Katanning 8:30am Tuesday 25 August Returning to Katanning 5:30pm Wednesday 26 
August. 
 
Only $35 and includes accommodation in Albany, food, transport, a jam-packed program and the sort 
of fun only a Kontiki Tour can provide. 
 
The Australian Government is footing most of the bill- hoorah! 
 
To register, contact Carly at Dumbleyung (08) 9863 4225, Ella at Katanning (08) 9821 4327 or Danielle 
at Wagin-Woodanilling (08) 9861 2222 Landcare Centres.  
 
Registrations close 19 August. 
 
9 UWA Albany Skywest Lecture – 27 July 2009 (Repeat ) 
 
The Sustainability of Global Ecosystems: Re-evaluating the current paradigm. 
 
Professor Michael A. Huston 
 
Department of Biology, Texas State University 
 
Professor-at-Large, UWA Perth 
 
5:30pm Monday 27 July 2009 
UWA Albany Centre; Parking available on Proudlove Parade 
 
All welcome; Donations for student scholarships 



 
RSVP essential: (08) 9842 0850 
 
Sustainability results when the removal rate of natural resources is less than or equal to the rate at 
which those resources are renewed by natural processes. 
Professor Huston will discuss how there is an increasing need for the global community to re-evaluate 
the current paradigm in terms of managing land and sustainable development.  
In this lecture, Professor Huston will explore global sustainability and how by understanding world 
distribution in productivity we can then understand the natural constraints on sustainability. 
He will present new data that show that actual global patterns are shifting. 
 
Professor Huston’s work involves processes that influence the structure of ecological communities, 
particularly the spatial patterns and temporal dynamics of plant communities. 
His 20 years of research has been an effort to understand and predict patterns of biodiversity, which he 
addresses primarily from individual species and individual organism perspectives up to the scale of 
global patterns. He has been involved in disciplines of hydrology, geology, soil science, plant 
physiology and forest dynamics. 
 
A visiting Professor-at-Large at UWA Perth, Professor Huston serves on many organisation boards as 
a consultant and has written guidelines and recommendations for the UN Commission on Technology 
and Development, UNESCO, the Electric Power Research Institute, the US Forest Service, and the US 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
Be active in your community – attend a UWA Albany Skywest lecture (Mentally Healthy WA – Act 
Belong Commit Campaign) 
 
10 WANTFA No-Till Workshops 
 
Workshops will be held throughout the Great Southern during August to provide a forum to learn about 
practical no-till farming ideas. 
 
This is a great way to interact with other growers and industry. 
 
All events are free of charge, although bookings must be made prior to the event. 
 
To register for the event or to make an enquiry please contact Kaye Phillips-Webb at 
kaye@wantfa.com.au or phone 0427 233 395. 
 
4th August – Borden Borden Pavilion 1-4pm 
13th August – Kojonup Boscabel Hall 1-4pm 
Join us on the 13th for drinks and a BBQ $10 per farming enterprise. 
Speakers: 
Rodger Mandel (Muresk Institute), precision agriculture 
Garry Hine (no-till grower), farm management 
Alex Douglas (DAFWA), weed control (not available on the 4th of August) 
Ashley Herbert (Agrarian Management), sheep management 
 
Held in conjunction with the North Stirling Pallinup Group and the North Kojonup Production Group 
 
19th August – Cranbrook Town Hall 1-4pm 
20th August – Jerramungup Telecentre Conference Room 9-12pm 
Speakers 
Dan Carter (DAFWA), stubble management 
Mike Ashworth (WANTFA), disc seeders 
Frank Boetel/Tim Tresize (Farmanco), rotations and break crops 



Brad Wood (no-till growers), farm management 
 
27th August – Kojonup Tourist Bureau, Kodja Place (Full Day) 
 
Workshops funded by GRDC and Caring for Our Country 
 
11 WAFarmers upcoming events (Repeat) 
 
23 July 
WAFarmers Annual Dairy Conference/AGM 
Abbey Beach Resort 9:30am 
 
WAFarmers Zone Meetings 
Merredin Zone 
Narembeen (tbc) 
 
23 July 
North Midland Zone 
Northam Cropping Centre Lunch at 12pm. Meeting from 12:45 – 4:30pm 
 
7 August 
Central Great Southern 
TBA 
 
1 October 
Albany Zone 
Mt Barker Plantagenet Hotel 5:00pm 
 
For more information please contact the WAFarmers head office on (08) 9486 2100 or visit 
www.wafarmers.org.au 
 
 
12 State Environment and NRM Conference Western Aus tralia 27-30 October 2009 (Repeat) 
 
Expressions of interest for registration OPEN NOW!!  ea@nacc.com.au 
 
Changing Environments: New Challenges for the Living Country 
 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 27 – FRIDAY 30 - Geraldton, West Australia 
 
For program details, go to www.changing environments.com.au 
 
The Conference is being organised by Northern Agricultural Catchments Council (NACC) in partnership 
with the City of Geraldton Greenough with support from the Midwest Development Commission.   
NACC is supported by the Western Australian Government and the Australian Government's Caring for 
Our Country Program. 
 
13 Green Skills Professional Home Sustainability As sessment Training (Repeat) 
 
Green Skills is offering two courses for the price of one! 
Training includes the Professional Home Sustainability Assessment course (needed to apply to become 
an assessor in the DEWHA Green Loans Program) and the nationally accredited short course in Home 
Sustainability Assessment (21854VIC) 
Denmark training dates: 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, 14 August. 2009. 
This presents excellent value for money with seven days face-to-face training at a cost of only $1,500. 



For enrolment information contact Michelle Yeomans (08) 9360 6667 or email 
myeomans@greenskills.org.au 
 
=============================== 
Employment Opportunities/Tenders/Expressions of Interest:  
=============================== 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
================================================================ 
To stop receiving South Coast NRM Inc. E-News, send an email to info@southcoastnrm.com.au 
requesting to have your email address removed from the distribution list. 
================================================================ 
South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc. - communities managing natural resources since 
1994 
============================== 
Disclaimer: The information provided in this email is only intended to be a general summary of 
information. South Coast NRM Inc. does not represen t or endorse the accuracy or reliability of 
any of the information or content contained on, dis tributed through, or linked, downloaded or 
accessed from any of the services contained in this  document. 
______________________________________ 
South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc. 
39 Mercer Road, Albany Western Australia 6330 phone (08) 9845 8537 fax (08) 9845 8538 
Email: info@southcoastnrm.com.au 
 
South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc. is the peak regional group for natural resource 
management on the South Coast of WA.  Funding is provided by the Australian Government and the 
Government of Western Australia.  
 


