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Name of Strategy,Policy & Legislation Lead 
Organisation 

Subregion Summary 

 
Mt Barker Local Rural Strategy. Shire of 

Plantagenet 
AH, KF Mt Barker Local Rural Strategy - Provides management guidelines, including those for 

waterways, for developers and landowners. 
Plantagenet Local Planning Strategy (in 
preparation). 

Shire of 
Plantagenet 

AH, KF Council will be embarking upon a review of the various Townsite structure plans and 
the Industrial and Commercial strategies with the aim of producing a single planning 
strategy.  This will provide the basis for the Town Planning Scheme review. 

Plantagenet Rural Strategy (in preparation). Shire of 
Plantagenet 

AH, KF Provides a framework and direction for determining rezoning, subdivision and 
development proposals. 

Shire of Denmark Town Planning Scheme Policy 
No.1 Dieback Disease Management. 

Shire of Denmark AH, KF Provides a summary, management actions and strategies for dieback disease.  

Shire of Denmark Town Planning Scheme Policy 
No.28: A Settlement Strategy for Denmark. 
 

Shire of Denmark AH, KF The Strategy establishes the Council's position for the provision of residential land to 
cater for urban growth to the year 2020.  It applies to the Denmark townsite and nodal 
village settlements.  

Shire of Denmark Town Planning Scheme Policy 
No.29: Rural Settlement Strategy. 

Shire of Denmark AH, KF Policy statement incorporates waterways issues and provides basis for Local 
Government decision making.  Proposals need to address this strategy and its policies. 

Shire of Denmark Town Planning Scheme Policy 
No.33: Energy Efficient Subdivision Design & 
Residential Building Design. 

Shire of Denmark AH, KF The policy aims to encourage energy efficiency in residential subdivision design and in 
residential building design in a manner that has high regard for the mix of natural 
bushland and the diverse landscape and terrain of the Shire with a view to creating 
sustainable development. 

Shire of Denmark Town Planning Scheme Policy 
No.9.1: Private Tree Plantations. 

Shire of Denmark AH, KF Policy to assist Council in determining applications for private tree plantations within 
the Scheme Area. 

Shire of Gnowangerup Local Planning Strategy 
(Draft). 

Shire of 
Gnowangerup 

PNS Applies as a provision of TPS No.2, to provide for the fair, orderly, economic and 
sustainable use and development of land. 

Shire of Jerramungup Town Planning Scheme 
No.2, Local Planning Strategy and Scheme Text. 

Shire of 
Jerramungup 

FB Provides a long-term strategic planning framework for the future development of the 
local government area.  Good description of physical features and the environment. 
 

Shire of Manjimup Local Planning Strategy 2003 - 
2013 (2003). 

Shire of Manjimup KF Provides a long-term strategic planning framework for the future development of the 
local government area and is the precursor to a review of a local government town 
planning scheme. 
 

Shire of Plantagenet Porongorup Rural Strategy 
(1996). 

Shire of 
Plantagenet 

AH, KF Shire of Plantagenet Porongorup Rural Strategy - Prepared to assist with the 
assessment of applications to rezone, subdivide or develop land for rural residential. 

Shire of Ravensthorpe Local Planning Strategy 
(2003). 

Shire of 
Ravensthorpe 

ES, FB Provides a vision for the Shire of Ravensthorpe to 2025 “ To provide a quality lifestyle 
for the people of Ravensthorpe based on a diverse and sustainable economy and 
suitable infrastructure and services developed in harmony with the environment.” 

Town of Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A 
(Gazetted 30/12/1983) 
 
 
 

City of Albany AH Town Planning Schemes divide local government districts into land use zones to 
identify areas for particular uses and land reserved for public purposes.  A Scheme 
controls the types of uses and development allowed in different zones, and sets out the 
requirements for planning approval.  Since 1999, Schemes are required to be prepared 
in accordance with the Model Scheme Text, which prescribes a Scheme's format and 
content. 
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Name of Strategy,Policy & Legislation Lead 
Organisation 

Subregion Summary 

 
Town of Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 3 
(Gazetted 15/02/1980). 

City of Albany AH See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A for summary.  

Shire of Broomehill Town Planning Scheme No. 1 
(Gazetted 29/08/1997). 

Shire of Broomehill KF, PNS See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A for summary. 

Shire of Cranbrook Town Planning Scheme No. 2 
(Gazetted 10/02/1989). 

Shire of Cranbrook KF, AH, PNS TPS No.2 covers the Frankland and Cranbrook townsites.  It will be succeeded by TPS 
No.4, which will zone the entire Shire of Cranbrook.  See Albany Town Planning 
Scheme No. 1A for summary. 

Shire of Cranbrook Town Planning Scheme No. 3 
(Gazetted 05/03/1993). 

Shire of Cranbrook KF, AH, PNS TPS No.3 covers the Tenterden townsite.  It will be succeeded by TPS No.4, which will 
zone the entire Shire of Cranbrook.  See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A for 
summary. 

Shire of Denmark Town Planning Scheme No. 3 
(Gazetted 25/03/1994).  

Shire of Denmark KF See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A for summary. 

Shire of Gnowangerup Town Planning Scheme 
No. 1 (Gazetted 03/08/1999). 

Shire of 
Gnowangerup 

PNS To be replaced by forthcoming TPS No.2. See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A 
for summary. 

Shire of Jerramungup Town Planning Scheme No. 
1 (Gazetted 20/07/1990). 

Shire of 
Jerramungup 

FB To be replaced by forthcoming TPS No.2. See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A 
for summary. 

Shire of Kent Town Planning Scheme No. 2 
(Gazetted 05/11/1993). 

Shire of Kent FB See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A for summary. 

Shire of Lake Grace Town Planning Scheme No. 3 
(Gazetted 07/07/1992). 

Shire of Lake Grace FB To be replaced by forthcoming TPS No.4. See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A 
for summary. 

Shire of Plantagenet Town Planning Scheme No. 3 
(Gazetted 04/10/1991). 

Shire of 
Plantagenet 

KF, AH See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A for summary. 

Shire of Ravensthorpe Town Planning Scheme No. 
5 (Gazetted 14/07/1989). 

Shire of 
Ravensthorpe 

FB, ES, EM See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A for summary. 

Shire of Tambellup Town Planning Scheme No. 2 
(Gazetted 09/01/1998). 

Shire of Tambellup KF, PNS See Albany Town Planning Scheme No. 1A for summary. 
 
 

Regional – Forestry 
Esperance Regional Development Strategy for 
Farm Forestry (1996). 

SEFF ES, M Strategy to identify and address the requirements for a forests product industry. 

Regional Industry Strategic Plan for Farm Forestry 
in the Dryland Zone of the Great Southern Region 
(2003). 

Timber 2020  Strategic document to facilitate the development of a coherent and sustainable regional 
farm forestry industry in partnership with the State and Federal Government.  

Regional – Economic and social development 
Central South Coast Strategic Analysis GSDC and 

Agriculture 
Western Australia 

 A strategic analysis and socio-economic assessment of the community’s capacity to 
embrace change 

Goldfields-Esperance Economic Perspective 
(2003). 

Department of 
Local Government 

ES, EM Provides the latest available information on population, labour force and employment, 
mining, agriculture, fishing, manufacturing, construction, commerce, Tourism, 
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Subregion Summary 

and Regional 
Development and 
GEDC 

Indigenous economic development and infrastructure.  Each industry section contains a 
brief analysis and is supported by graphs to illustrate the trends over time. 
 
 

Great Southern Economic Perspective (2003). Department of 
Local Government 
and Regional 
Development and 
GSDC 

AH, FB, PNS, 
KF 

Provides the latest available information on population, labour force and employment, 
mining, agriculture, fishing, manufacturing, construction, commerce, Tourism, 
Indigenous economic development and infrastructure.  Each industry section contains a 
brief analysis and is supported by graphs to illustrate the trends over time. 

GSACC Strategic Plan 1999-2001 Great Southern 
Area Consultative 
Committee 

 Addresses the challenges and opportunities for economic and employment growth. 
 

Ravensthorpe, Esperance and Jerramungup 
Strategic Blueprint for the Future (SMEC, 2002). 

Shires of 
Ravensthorpe, 
Esperance and 
Jerramungup in 
association with 
GEDC 

ES, EM, FB Funded under the Commonwealth Government’s Regional Solutions Program, this 
reviews the impacts and opportunities associated with the Ravensthorpe Nickel Project 
and contributes to a blueprint for the future of the three Shires.  It contains a range of 
recommendations on agriculture, mining, tourism, coastal access management, 
infrastructure, administration and governance. 

Regional Futures (1996). Regional 
Development 
Council / Dept of 
Commerce and 
Trade 

 Discussion paper on the challenges and opportunities for Western Australian regions.  
See section 2 – Future challenges and opportunities for regions, Chapter 6 – Goldfields 
Esperance and Chapter 7 – Great Southern. 

Shire of Gnowangerup Industrial Land Study 
(1995). 

Shire of 
Gnowangerup 
Great Southern 
Development 
Commission 

PNS Identification of measures to attract industry to the Shire of Gnowangerup, considering 
economic, social and environmental issues. 
 
 
 
 

Regional – Tourism 
Draft Nature-Based Tourism Strategy for the 
Shires of Esperance, Ravensthorpe and 
Jerramungup (2003). 

Shires of Esperance, 
Ravensthorpe and 
Jerramungup 

ES, EM, FB A Draft Nature-Based Tourism Strategy for the Shires of Esperance, Ravensthorpe and 
Jerramungup was prepared in May 2003 based on a forum for local government 
members, the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, Dept of Industry and 
Resources and the WA Tourism Commission.  The need for environmental 
management plans for tourism developments was recognised. 

Great Southern Regional Tourism Plan (1996). Great Southern 
Tourism 
Association 

 A plan for regional tourism development and destination marketing for the South 
Coast.  Covers opportunities, product development, marketing initiatives and the 
future development of the region as a ‘nature-based tourism destination.’ 

Regional – Other 
Community Development Strategies (in 
development). 

Health Department  A community development strategy based on models that have been successful in 
crime prevention, preventing drug abuse and the promotion of good mental health.  
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Name of Strategy,Policy & Legislation Lead 
Organisation 

Subregion Summary 

The completed strategy will enable influence of broader economic and social policies 
which affect the Region (eg. rural employment).  

State – NRM, ESD 
Environmental Protection Act (1986). Environmental 

Protection 
Authority 

 The Act enables the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) to develop policy which 
guides uses of particular environments and assists in limiting environmental impacts.  
The Act also enables the EPA to subject a development proposal to an environmental 
impact assessment process if the EPA consider that a proposal is likely, if implemented, 
to have a significant effect on the environment. Additionally the Act provides for the 
control of pollution. 

Focus on the Future: The Western Australian State 
Sustainability Strategy (2003). 

Government of 
W.A. 

 Identifies principles, visions, goals and priority areas for action to increase WA’s 
sustainability. 

Natural Resource Management Framework for 
Western Australia (in preparation) 

Government of 
Western Australia 

 Framework to assist in achieving sustainable natural resource management and 
evolving NRM Policy and Strategy. 

Environmental protection in natural resource 
management: Preliminary position statement No. 
8, June 2004 

Environmental 
Protection 
Authority 

 Sets out the EPA’s views on NRM and the role of the EPA with respect to 
environmental performance evaluation. 

State of the Environment (1998). Environmental 
Protection 
Authority 

 Provides an overview of key environmental issues facing Western Australia.  Looks at a 
pressure, state, response model. 

State – Planning 
A Regional Development Policy for Western 
Australia (2000). 

Department of 
Commerce & Trade 

 Establishes the principles to guide the pursuit of economic growth and social well-
being of regional areas and recognises the importance of the natural environment to 
sustain that growth and well-being for future generations. 

Development Control Policy 1.1: Subdivision of 
Land-General Principles (1998).  

WA Planning 
Commission 

 Sets out the general principles which the Commission will use in determination of 
applications for the subdivision of land.  It indicates the Commission-’’s basic 
requirements for the creation of new lots as well as the procedures it will follow in 
processing these applications. 
 

Development Control Policy 3.4: Rural Land Use 
Planning (amended 1992) 

WA Planning 
Commission 

 Sets out the specific principles which will be used by the Commission in its 
determination of applications for the subdivision of rural land.  

Development Control Policy 6.1: Country Coastal 
Planning (1988). 

WA Planning 
Commission 

 Sets out general guidelines for land use planning, development and subdivision of 
coastal areas of the State, outside the Perth metropolitan Region.  

Land Administration Act (1997) Department of 
Land Information 

 An act to consolidate and reform the law about Crown land and the compulsory 
acquisition of land generally. 

Land Drainage Act (1925) Department of 
Land Information 

 An Act to provide for the drainage of land, the use of drains and drainage water and 
the constitution of drainage districts and for other relative purposes. 

Planning Bulleting No. 64: Acid Sulfate Soils 
(2003). 

WA Planning 
Commission 

 Provides advice and guidance on matters that should be taken into account in the 
rezoning, subdivision and development of land that contains acid sulfate soils. 

State Planning Strategy (1997). WA Planning 
Commission 

 A land use planning strategy for Western Australia’s development to 2029.  Provides a 
vision to assist strategic decision making and a set of principles by which coordinated, 
sustainable development will be implemented. 
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Name of Strategy,Policy & Legislation Lead 
Organisation 

Subregion Summary 

Statement of Planning Policy No 2.5: Agriculture 
and Rural Land Use Planning (2002). 

WA Planning 
Commission 

 Provides guidance on rural land use planning.  Guides development and aims to 
accommodate rural diversification. 

Statement of Planning Policy No. 2.6: State Coastal 
Planning Policy (2003). 

WA Planning 
Commission 

 Purpose is to inform and guide the WAPC in the undertaking of its planning 
responsibilities, and in integrating and co-ordinating the activities of the State agencies 
that influence the use and development of land on the coast.  

Statement of Planning Policy No. 2.7: Public 
Drinking Water Source Policy (2003) 

WA Planning 
Commission 

 The purpose of this policy is to inform local governments and the Town Planning 
Appeal Tribunal of those aspects of State-level planning policy concerning the 
protection of PDWSAs which should be taken into account in planning decision-
making.  

Statement of Planning Policy No. 2: 
Environmental and Natural Resources Policy 
(2003). 

WA Planning 
Commission 

 Purpose is to inform local governments and the Town Planning Appeals Tribunal of 
those aspects of State-level planning policy concerning the environment and natural 
resources which should be taken into account in planning decision-making. 

Town Planning and Development Act (1928).  
WA Planning 
Commission 

 An Act relating to the planning and development of land for urban, suburban, and 
rural purposes.  

Western Australian Planning Commission Act (1985) WA Planning 
Commission 

 An Act to establish a body with responsibility for urban, rural and regional land use 
planning and land development and related matters in the State, and for connected 
purposes. 

State – Water 
Algal Bloom Management Strategy  Water and Rivers 

Commission 
 The objectives of the strategy are to develop an understanding of algal bloom causes 

and triggers, maintain active surveillance of ‘at risk’ waterways, reduce nutrient inputs 
from all catchment sources and develop a range of management options. 
 

Country Areas Water Supply Act (1947). Department of 
Environment 

 The Act provides for the management of State water resources. 

Rights in Water and Irrigation Act (1914). Department of 
Environment 

 An Act relating to rights in water resources, to make provision for the regulation, 
management, use and protection of water resources, to provide for irrigation schemes, 
and for related purposes.  

South West Agricultural Zone Wetlands Policy 
(1998). 

Environmental 
Protection 
Authority 

 Creates a register of protected wetlands, sets a program for protection of wetlands and 
prescribes a number of controls on activities that might have a detrimental 
environmental impact on protected wetlands. 

State Rural Water Plan (1994). WRC  The Plan addresses farm water supply shortages through Farm Water Grants Scheme 
and Pastoral Grants Scheme in South Western Australia with less than 600mm average 
annual rainfall. 

State Water Quality Management Strategy for 
Western Australia (2001). 

WRC  Aims to achieve sustainable use of the State’’s water resources by protecting, and 
enhancing (where degraded past land use and activities) their quality while 
maintaining economic and social development.  

State Government’s State Water Quality 
Management Strategy No. 6 - Implementation 
Framework for Western Australia for the 
Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh 

Department of 
Environment 

 This framework has been developed to implement the National Water Quality 
Management Strategy Guidelines Nos 4 & 7 for ambient waters in Western Australian 
and relates primarily to environmental protection and some social matters. Aimed at 
addressing deteriorating water quality in WA. 
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Name of Strategy,Policy & Legislation Lead 
Organisation 

Subregion Summary 

and Marine Water Quality and Water Quality 
Monitoring and Reporting 
Environmental Protection in Natural Resource 
Management - Preliminary Position Statement No. 
8 (2004) 

Environmental 
Protection 
Authority 

 Sets out EPA’s views on NRM and the role of EPA in NRM with respect to 
environmental performance evaluation. It also sets out minimal environmental 
management procedures for NRM agencies for proper integrated NRM, including 
public consultation. 

State Water Strategy (2003).  WRC  Strategy aims to ensure a sustainable water future for all Western Australians.  
Statewide Policy No. 2: Pesticide use in Public 
Drinking Water Source Areas (2000). 

WRC  The intention of the policy is to protect drinking water supply in the interest of public 
health.  

Statewide Policy No. 5: Environmental Water 
Provisions Policy for Western Australia (2000). 

Water and Rivers 
Commission 

 Describes the principles and processes to be applied by the Commission in determining 
how much water should be retained for the environment when allocating and 
reviewing water use rights.  

Water Agencies Powers Act (1984) WRC  An Act to vest powers in the Water Corporation and the Water and Rivers 
Commission, to make other provision in respect of their functions, and for related and 
other purposes. 

Water and Rivers Commission Act (1995) WRC  An Act to establish a Commission with functions relating to water resources, including 
functions under various written laws, and for connected purposes. 

Waterways Conservation Act (1976) WRC  An Act to make provision for the conservation and management of certain waters and 
of the associated land and environment, for the establishment of a Rivers and Estuaries 
Council and certain Management Authorities, to repeal the Swan River Conservation 
Act 1958, and for incidental and other purposes. 

Waterways WA Strategy (in development). WRC  Developing a policy and strategy that will provide a framework for how the State’s 
rivers will be managed over the next 20 years. 

Western Australian Floodplain Management 
Strategy (Draft). 

Western Australian 
Floodplain 
Management 
Council 
 
 

 Strategy aims to improve the effectiveness of floodplain management and to reduce 
losses caused by floods.  

Wetlands Conservation Policy for Western 
Australia  (1997). 

CALM / WRC  Aims to conserve restore and enhance wetlands.  

State – Conservation 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (Consultation 
Paper).  

CALM  The Biodiversity Conservation Act is currently in development.  

Conservation and Land Management Act (1984). CALM  The act establishes Statutory Authorities, the areas of responsibility covered by the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management and also provides for conservation 
agreements over private and pastoral leasehold lands. 

   e widest possible diversity of I broadly representative of the S’. 
Environmental Weed Strategy for Western 
Australia (1999) 

CALM  The Environmental Weed Strategy for Western Australia and the associated 
environmental weed database provide both the direction and an approach to tackling 
environmental weeds. The Environmental Weed Strategy will ultimately contribute to 
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Name of Strategy,Policy & Legislation Lead 
Organisation 

Subregion Summary 

the State Weed Strategy which will address both agricultural and environmental 
weeds. 

Environmental Weed Strategy for Western 
Australia (1999) 

CALM  Provides on ground support for planning, implementation and control over bridal 
creeper in Como WA 

Nature Conservation Strategy (Draft) (1992). CALM  This has a fundamental objective to ‘conserve in perpetuity the widest possible 
diversity of Indigenous landscapes, ecosystems and species (including their genetic 
variability) in natural habitats in Western Australia’.  The strategy also aims to  
‘establish and maintain a Statewide reserve system that is broadly representative of the 
State’s natural habitats and forms a network of natural lands and waters that are 
sufficiently large and appropriately located to provide a refuge for migratory and other 
species’. 

Wildlife Conservation Act (1950). CALM  The Wildlife Conservation Act(1950) (WCA, the Act) is the State’s primary wildlife 
protection tool for both terrestrial and marine flora and fauna The WCA makes it an 
offence ‘to take’ any flora or fauna. 

State – Agriculture and Forestry 
Agricultural and Related Resource Protection Act 
(1976) 

Department of 
Agriculture 
Western Australia 

 The object of this Act is to protect primary industries and the resources related to 
primary industries 

Action Plan for Tree Farming in Western Australia 
(2002). 

Forest Products 
Commission 

 Action Plan identifies high priority, immediate actions to address salinity, protection of 
old growth forest, greenhouse and sustainability in key catchments and regions across 
Western Australia.  
 
 
 
 

Bushfires Act 1954 FESA  An Act to make better provision for diminishing the dangers resulting from bush fires, 
for the prevention, control and extinguishment of bush fires. 

Code of Practice for Timber Plantations in 
Western Australia. 

Australian Forest 
Growers 

 Provides goals and guidelines so that operations in plantations in Western Australia are 
conducted in accord with the principles of environmental care, safety, planning, access, 
establishment and maintenance, timber harvesting, forest protection and monitoring 
and review while ensuring wood products are economically competitive. 

Forest Management Plan 2003 – 2013 CALM, FPC  Provides for increased protection of forest values and better forest management in the 
State’s south-west.  

Forest Products Act (2000). Forest Products 
Commission 

 An Act to establish the Forest Products Commission and for related matters. 

Salinity Investment Framework Interim Report – 
Phase 1 (2003). 

Department of 
Environment 

 Presents a discussion of progress to date, and highlights some issues to be addressed. 
 

Sandalwood Act (1929) CALM  An Act to regulate the quantity of sandalwood to be pulled or removed from Crown 
and other land. 

Soil and Land Conservation Act (1945). CALM  An Act relating to the conservation of soil and land resources, and to the mitigation of 
the effects of erosion, salinity and flooding.  
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Subregion Summary 

State Salinity Strategy (2000). Government of 
Western Australia 

 The strategy aims to protect and restore the State’s agricultural and natural resources 
that are currently threatened by secondary salinity. 

State Weed Strategy (2001). Agriculture 
Western Australia 

 Aimed at coordinating and integrating available weed management resources to 
minimise the deleterious effects of weeds. 

Towards a State Lime Supply Strategy: A draft for 
stakeholder comment (2001). 

Government of 
Western Australia 

 The strategy is in development.  

State – Coastal and Marine 
 Department of 

Fisheries 
 The Abalone Aquaculture policy guideline provides a policy position for the 

Department of Fisheries in regard to the culture and farming of abalone in coastal 
waters of Western Australia. 

Coastal Protection Policy (2003). Dept Planning & 
Infrastructure 

 Provides guidance on government policy position regarding coastal protection works 
and funding. 

Coasts WA: Better Integration – The Western 
Australian Government’s Response to the Coastal 
Taskforce Report (2003). 

Dept Planning & 
Infrastructure 

 A report aimed at outlining the WA State Government’s approach and commitment to 
implementing a new integrated framework for coastal planning and management.  

Coastal Zone Management Policy for Western 
Australia (Draft) (2001). 

WAPC  The draft Coastal Zone Management Policy for the State aims to strike a balance 
between the conservation and development of our coast. 

Abalone Aquaculture in Western Australia Policy 
Guideline (1999). 

Environmental 
Protection 
Authority 

 The purpose of this policy is to preserve, enhance and protect the environmental values 
of the State’s marine waters.  

Fish Resources Management Act (1994). Department of 
Fisheries 

 Administered by the Department of Fisheries, this act provides for the management of 
all aquatic organisms.  The definition of ‘fish’ within this Act means “an aquatic 
organism of any species (whether alive or dead). 

Management Directions for WA’s Recreational 
Fisheries.  

Department of 
Fisheries 

 Outlines the planning and management approach being taken for WA’s recreation 
fishing sector by the Department of Fisheries, and provides background information on 
major trends and specific management arrangements in WA’s major recreational 
fisheries.  

New Horizons in Marine Management Policy – 
the way ahead in marine conservation and 
management (1997). 

Government of 
Western Australia 

 The policy sets out the processes put in place through the Conservation and Land 
Management Act (1984) for a progressive implementation of marine conservation 
reserves throughout the State. 

Western Australian Marine (Sea Dumping) Act 
(1981). 

  The WA Marine (Sea Dumping) Act (1981) (the Act) provides for the protection of the 
environment by regulating the dumping into the sea, and the incineration at sea, of 
wastes and other matter and the dumping into the sea of certain other objects and for 
other purposes. 

Bioregional Marine Plan National Oceans 
Office 

 Bioregional planning is a relatively new concept worldwide and is still under 
construction. The core principle is that biodiversity occurs and functions across all 
regions regardless of traditional political, administrative and other boundaries. 

Pearling Act (1990) Department of 
Fisheries 

 An Act to regulate pearling and pearl oyster hatchery activities, to provide for the 
conservation and management of pearl oyster fisheries, to repeal the Pearling Act 1912 
and for connected purposes. 

Western Australia South Coast Regional Coastal National Oceans  These projects will produce a regional coastal strategy and implementation 
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Subregion Summary 

Strategy Office  program to provide a coordinated approach to coastal management on the 
South Coast of WA. They will cover over 14 000 km of coast from just west of 
Albany to the South Australian border. 

State – Social, economic, regional development 
Aboriginal Economic Development in Western 
Australia. 

Department of 
Commerce and 
Trade 

 A strategy for responsive State government service and programs. 
 
 
 

Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972). Department of 
Indigenous Affairs 

 An Act to make provision for the preservation on behalf of the community of places 
and objects customarily used by or traditional to the original inhabitants of Australia or 
their descendants, or associated therewith, and for other purposes incidental thereto.  

Health Act (1911) Department of 
Health 

 Comprehensive rules covering all issues of public and animal health. 

Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 Department of the 
Environment and 
Heritage 

 An Act to provide for, and to encourage, the conservation of places which have 
significance to the cultural heritage in the State, to establish the Heritage Council of 
Western Australia, and for related purposes. 

Local Government Act (1995) Western Australian 
Local Government 

 This act provides interim,- (interim meaning the period on and from the date of coming 
into operation of the Organic Law on Provincial Governments and Local-level 
Governments until the date fixed for the return of the writs following the next general 
election held after that date of coming into operation) arrangements for a system of 
local level governments for rural and urban communities. 

Mining Act (1978) Department of 
Industry & 
Resources- 
Minerals & 
Petroleum 

 An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to mining and for incidental and 
other purposes. 

Petroleum Act (1967) Department of 
Industry & 
Resources- 
Minerals & 
Petroleum 

 An Act relating to the exploration for, and the exploitation of, petroleum resources, and 
certain other resources, within certain lands of the State; to repeal the Petroleum Act 
1936, and for incidental and other purposes. 

Regional Western Australia – A Better Place to 
Live (2003). 

Dept. of Local 
Government  and 
Regional 
Development 

 Strategies aimed at supporting regional development.  Covers areas such as economy, 
community, environmentally sustainable management, infrastructure and services. 

Partnership 21. 2001-2005 Tourism Industry Plan 
(2001). 

Western Australian 
Tourism 
Commission 

 The current 5 year strategy for tourism in the State (follows on from the current plan, 
‘Partnerships to Success’).  This is a working strategy reviewed annually. 
 

State-Commonwealth NHT Partnership 
Agreements (2002). 

Government of 
Western Australia 

 Agreement between State and Commonwealth Government on how NHT shall be 
delivered in WA.  Also contains schedules on the priority programs – Waterways WA, 
Salinity Action Plan, Biodiversity Conservation, Rangeland Management, World 
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Subregion Summary 

Heritage and Coast and Clean Seas. 
State – Other 
Draft Western Australian Greenhouse Strategy 
(2003). 

Government of 
Western Australia 

 Provides a framework for reducing Western Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions and 
for ensuring the State can effectively address the unavoidable impacts of global climate 
change.  

National – NRM and ESD 
National Capacity Building Framework Australian 

Government 
 Provides an agreed reference point for Federal, State and Territory jurisdictions when 

planning and implementing capacity building investments concerning natural resource 
management.   

National Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable 
Development (NSESD) (1992). 

Commonwealth of 
Australia 

 The NSESD sets out what Australia needs to do to ensure that patterns of economic 
development are compatible with environmental sustainability and the well-being of 
the community over the long term.  The Framework details vegetation outcomes and 
management and monitoring measures to guide achievement of environmental 
objectives of ESD, while remaining consistent with economic and social objectives.  

Natural Heritage Trust of Australia Act (1997).  
 

Department of the 
Environment & 
Heritage 

 The Natural Heritage Trust of Australia Act (1997) (Cth) establishes the Natural Heritage 
Trust of Australia Reserve and The Natural Heritage Trust Advisory Committee. 

National – Conservation  
A National Plan for Shorebird Conservation in 
Australia (1993). 

Australasian Wader 
Studies Group 

 Detailed accounts are given for 43 species of shorebirds and include population 
estimates, the areas of international and national importance, status, movements and 
conservation concerns for each species. 

Beyond Roads, Rates and Rubbish: Opportunities 
for Local Government to Conserve Native 
Vegetation (1999). 

CSIRO Division of 
Wildlife and 
Ecology 

 Report identifies policy options and detailed actions to improve native vegetation 
conservation and management by local government. 

Conservation Hindered: The Impact of Local 
Government Rates and State Land Taxes on the 
Conservation of Native Vegetation (1999). 

CSIRO Division of 
Wildlife and 
Ecology 

 Report discusses the need for financial incentives that share the costs of conservation 
between community and private individuals.  It identifies existing government policies 
and taxes as impediments to the development of incentives. 

Opportunity Denied: Review of the Legislative 
Ability of Local Governments to Conserve Native 
Vegetation (1999). 
 

CSIRO Division of 
Wildlife and 
Ecology 

 Report reviews the legislative framework within which local government operates and 
considers the legal capacity and potential for local governments to offer a range of 
innovative policy tools for sustainable vegetation management.  

The Action Plan for Australasian Marsupials and 
Monotremes (1992). 

Australian Nature 
Conservation 
Agency 

 Action plan reviews the conservation status of Australian monotremes and marsupials 
and provides Recovery Outlines and Taxon Summaries. 

Australian National Strategy for the Conservation 
of Australian Species and Communities 
threatened with Extinction (1992). 

Department of 
Environment 

 National approach to the protection of rare, vulnerable and endangered species. 

Australian Native Vegetation Assessment (2001). 
 
 

National Land & 
Water Resources 
Audit. 

 Report assesses the status of Australia’s native vegetation and makes suggestions for 
continued development of the information system and its application in supporting 
natural resource management decisions. 
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Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by the 
European Red Fox (1999). 

Environment 
Australia 

 The focus of this plan is on the actions required to reduce the threat posed by foxes to 
endangered or vulnerable species or ecological communities. 

Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land 
Degradation by Feral Goats (1999). 

Environment 
Australia 

 The focus of this plan is on actions required to reduce the threat posed by feral goats to 
endangered or vulnerable species or ecological communities. 

Draft Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, 
Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 
Transmission by Feral Pigs (2003). 

Environment 
Australia 

 Sets the national framework to guide coordinated actions to contain the spread of this 
threatening process and manage the impact on threatened species and ecological 
communities. 
 

Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by Feral Cats 
(1999). 

Environment 
Australia 

 The focus of this plan is on the actions required to reduce the impact of feral cat 
predation on endangered or vulnerable species or ecological communities.  

Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land 
Degradation by Feral Rabbits (1999). 

Environment 
Australia 

 The focus of the plan is on actions required to reduce the threat posed by feral rabbits to 
endangered or vulnerable species or ecological communities. 

Australian Terrestrial Biodiversity Assessment 
(2002). 

National Land and 
Water Resource 
Audit 

 The report assesses the condition and trend of wetlands, riparian zones, threatened 
species and ecosystems and the processes that threaten various elements of 
biodiversity. 

Environmental Protection & Biodiversity Act (1999). Department of 
Environment and 
Heritage 

 This legislation provides a national framework for environment protection through a 
focus on protecting matters of national environmental significance and on the 
conservation of Australia’s biodiversity.  There are six matters of national 
environmental significance under the Act: 
World Heritage properties. 
National Heritage places. 
Ramsar wetlands of international significance. 
Nationally listed threatened species and ecological communities. 
Listed migratory species. 
Commonwealth marine areas. 
Nuclear actions (including uranium mining). 

National Framework for the Management and 
Monitoring of Australia’s Native Vegetation 
(2001). 
 
 
 
 

Natural Resource 
Management 
Ministerial Council 

 The Framework sets out a national approach to the management and monitoring of 
Australia’s native vegetation and provides a process through which Commonwealth, 
State and Territory native vegetation commitments can be implemented.  The 
Framework acknowledges that different mixes of management and monitoring 
mechanisms will be appropriate in different jurisdictions, depending on individual 
circumstances. 
 

National Local Government Biodiversity Strategy 
(1999). 

Australian Local 
Government 
Association, 
Biological Diversity 
Advisory Council 

 Strategy addresses key issues and identifies relevant actions in awareness, training and 
education, resourcing, regional partnerships and planning, legislative frameworks and 
information and monitoring.  

National Objectives and Targets for Biodiversity 
Conservation 2001-2005 (2001). 

Environment 
Australia 

 This document sets priority outcomes, objectives and targets which the 
Commonwealth, States and Territories should pursue between now and 2005. 
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National Recovery Plan for Malleefowl (2000). Environment 
Australia 

 Reviews the conservation status of the Malleefowl.  It summarises the current knowledge on 
their biology, abundance and distribution, identifies the threats and recommends research 
and management actions and costings required for their conservation. 

National Strategy for the Conservation of 
Australia’s Biological Diversity (NSCABD) (1996, 
reviewed 2001). 

Commonwealth of 
Australia 

 The NSCABD describes the objectives and actions to protect biological diversity and 
maintain ecological processes and systems.  The Framework describes in detail the 
vegetation outcomes and management and monitoring measures.   

Seville Strategy for Biosphere Reserves (1995). UNESCO  Sets out criteria for the designation and operation of biosphere reserves within the 
UNESCO network. 

The Action Plan for Australian Birds (2000). Environment 
Australia 
 

 Action plan outlines recovery plans for Threatened taxa (Critically Endangered, 
Endangered and Vulnerable) and taxon summaries for taxa listed as Extinct or Near 
Threatened.  An additional 53 taxon summaries are presented for Least Concern taxa 
that have restricted distributions or have previously been considered threatened. 

The Action Plan for Australian Freshwater Fishes 
(1993). 
 

Australian Nature 
Conservation 
Agency 

 This Action Plan provides Recovery Outlines for 24 freshwater fishes. 
 

The Action Plan for Australian Frogs (1997). Wildlife Australia  Plan gives an overview of the current conservation status of Australia’s frog species, to 
investigate the possible causes of decline and to determine the actions needed to 
prevent further losses and to reverse current declines.  

The Action Plan for Australian Reptiles (1993). Australian Nature 
Conservation 
Agency 

 The Action Plan summarises the conservation status and requirements of those species 
at risk. 
 
 

The Action Plan for Australian Rodents (1995). Australian Nature 
Conservation 
Agency 

 Plan gives an overview of the current conservation status of Australia’s Rodent species.  
Also provides management and research actions required for the conservation of 
Australia’s remaining rodent fauna. 
 

Threat Abatement Plan for Dieback Caused by the 
Root-rot Fungus Phytopthora cinnamomi (2001). 

Environment 
Australia 

 The plan focuses on actions to reduce the threat posed by Phytophthora root rot to native 
species and ecological communities and also provides recommendations to help land 
managers limit the effects. 
 

National – Water 
Australian Water Resources Assessment (2000). National Land & 

Water Resource 
Audit 

 Reports the key findings on the quantity, quality use, allocation (including 
environmental water provisions) and management of surface water and groundwater 
resources.  

Australian Catchment, River and Estuary 
Assessment Volume 1 & 2 (2002). 

National Land & 
Water Resource 
Audit 

 Australia’s first comprehensive assessment of catchments, rivers and estuaries.  The 
assessment uses a systemic approach based on surface water catchments to determine 
the aggregate impact of patterns of resource use on rivers and estuaries (key common 
property resources). 

Fisheries Management Act (1991). Department of  The objectives of the act include implementing efficient and cost-effective fisheries 
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Fisheries management, maximising economic efficiency in the exploitation of fisheries resources, 
ensuring accountability to the fishing industry, ensuring that the exploitation of 
fisheries resources and the carrying on of any related activities are conducted in a 
manner consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 

National Principles for the Provision of Water to 
Ecosystems (1996). 

  Aims at sustaining and where necessary restoring ecological processes and biodiversity 
of water dependent ecosystems. 

National Water Quality Management Strategy: 
Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh 
and Marine Waters (2000). 

ANZECC and 
ARMCANZ 

 Aims at achieving sustainable use for the nation’s water resources by protecting and 
enhancing their quality while maintaining economic and social development. 

Wetlands Policy of the Commonwealth 
Government of Australia (1997). 

Environment 
Australia 

 Provides for wetland conservation via partnership with the States. 

National - Agriculture & Forestry 
Australian Agriculture Assessment Volume 1 and 
2 (2001). 

National Land & 
Water Resource 
Audit, NHT 

 Reports on landscape processes, soil, nutrient and water movement and serves as a key 
input towards land and water resources management.  

Australian Dryland Salinity Assessment (2000). National Land & 
Water Salinity, 
NHT 

 Reports on the extent, impacts, processes, monitoring and management options. 
 

National Action Plan for Salinity and Water 
Quality (2000). 

Commonwealth of 
Australia 

 Action Plan identifies high priority, immediate actions to address salinity, particularly 
dryland salinity, and deteriorating water quality in key catchments and regions across 
Australia. 

National Weeds Strategy: A Strategic Approach to 
Weed Problems of National Significance (revised 
edition 1999). 

Australian Weeds 
Committee 

 Aims at reducing the impact of weeds on natural ecosystems and sustainable 
production. 
 

National Forest Policy Statement (1992). AFFA   The National Forest Policy Statement outlines agreed objectives and policies for the 
future of Australia's public and private forests.  There are some 156 million hectares of 
forests within Australia, including woodland, open forest and closed forest. 
 
 

National Approach to Firewood Collection (2001) CALM  This strategy is a tool kit for governments to take action and create a more sustainable 
firewood industry. 

National - Coast and Marine 
Commonwealth Coast Policy (1995). Dept. of the 

Environment, Sport 
and Territories 

 The aim of the Commonwealth Coastal Policy is to promote ecologically sustainable 
use of Australia's coastal zone.  

Conservation Overview and Action Plan for 
Australian Threatened and Potentially Threatened 
Marine and Estuarine Fishes (2002). 

Environment 
Australia 

 Reviews the conservation status and biological characteristics of 114 species of threatened 
and potentially threatened Australian marine and estuarine fishes.  Recommends research and 
management actions required for their conservation.   

Australia's Oceans Policy (1998). Environment  A framework for the implementation of a coherent, strategic plan for the management 
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Australia of Australia's oceans, which will place Australia in a strong position to have a well 
protected and sustainable ocean resources.  

Pollution of Waters by Oil and Noxious Substances 
Act (1987) 

Department of the 
Environment & 
Heritage 

 An Act relating to the protection of the sea and certain waters from pollution by oil and 
other noxious substances discharged from ships and places on land and for related 
purposes. 

Recovery Plan for Marine Turtles in Australia 
(2003). 

Environment 
Australia 

 Reviews the conservation status and biological characteristics and gives recommended 
management and research actions required for their conservation. 

Recreational Fishing in Australia: A National 
Policy (1994). 

National 
Recreational 
Fisheries Working 
Group 

 Sets out primary goals and key principles for the management of recreational fishing across 
Australia.  

Support Ongoing Introduced Marine Pest 
Planning and Decision Making. 
 

Australian 
Government 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
Fisheries and 
Forestry 

 The Marine Pests Project includes assessing risk to the economy and environment of 
introduced marine pests by providing statistical advice to DAFF as well as supporting 
the development of the National System for managing introduced marine pests.  
This will include: 
• Development of a risk-based decision-making framework for ballast water. 
• Support and advice to develop implementation options for the National System. 
• Development of standards, best practice and codes of practice.  Mechanisms for 

certifying the conditions of vessel hulls and anti-fouling coatings and development of 
best management practice guidelines for the prevention of fouling. 

• Development of the Single National Shipping Interface for Ballast Water Management.  
The Action Plan for Australian Cetaceans (1996). Wildlife Australia  The Action Plan provides strong recommendations for the management and research 

actions most likely to protect cetaceans in Australian waters.  
The Action Plan for Australian Seals (1999). Environment 

Australia 
 Reviews the conservation status of each of the ten seal species inhabiting Australian waters.  

It summarizes the current knowledge on their biology, abundance and distribution, identifies 
the threats and recommends research and management actions required for their 
conservation. 

Recovery Plan for the Grey Nurse Shark (2002). Environment 
Australia 

 This Recovery Plan provides summary information on the Grey Nurse Shark, including 
biology, habitat, distribution and historical and current threats to its recovery.  It sets 
out the recovery objectives, actions required to achieve those objectives, performance 
indicators, as well as identifying those responsible for implementing the actions and the 
timeframes involved. 
 

The Commonwealth's Draft Recovery Plan for 
Great White Sharks in Australia (1998). 

Environment 
Australia 

 This Recovery Plan provides summary information on the White Shark, including 
biology, habitat, distribution and historical and current threats to its recovery.  It sets 
out the recovery objectives, actions required to achieve those objectives, performance 
indicators, as well as identifying those responsible for implementing the actions and the 
timeframes involved. 
 

National – Other 
National Greenhouse Strategy (1998). Australian  Outlines proposed actions to enhance greenhouse sinks through plantation, farm 
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Greenhouse Office forestry and revegetation programs and to encourage sustainable forestry and 
vegetation management.  

Government Agreements Act 1979 Australian 
Government 

 An Act in respect of Government agreements and for related purposes. 

National Biodiversity and Climate Change Action 
Plan (2004-2007) 

Department of the 
Environment & 
Heritage 

 The plan identifies actions over the next 3 years to improve the ability of biodiversity to 
adapt to the negative impacts of enhanced greenhouse climate change. 

International Conventions and Treaties to which Australia is a signatory 
Convention on Biological Diversity (1993). Australian 

Government 
 Goals are to promote the conservation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of its 

components and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilisation 
of genetic resources. 

Convention on Wetlands of International 
Importance, especially as Waterfowl Habitat (the 
Ramsar Convention) (1971)  

Australian 
Government 

 Obliges Australia to use all wetlands wisely and conserve them through land use 
planning, reservation, research and management. 
 

Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation 
Strategy 2001-2005 

Australian 
Government 

 Aims to serve as an international framework to promote the conservation of migratory 
waterbirds. 

Convention for the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage (World Heritage 
Convention). 

Australian 
Government 

 The Convention aims to promote cooperation among nations to protect heritage from 
around the world that is of such outstanding universal value that its conservation is 
important for current and future generations.  

Convention on Climate Change (1993) Department of 
Foreign Affairs and 
Trade 

 Culminated in an agreement between nations to promote and cooperate in all measures 
of control and research into lowering greenhouse emissions. 

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement 
(JAMBA). 

Australian 
Government 

 The agreement recognises the importance of conserving migratory birds and their 
habitats.  Under the agreement, species of migratory birds that occur in Australia and 
Japan are listed.  

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement 
(CAMBA). 

Australian 
Government 

 The agreement recognises the importance of conserving migratory birds and their 
habitats.  Under the agreement, species of migratory birds that occur in Australia and 
China are listed.  

United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (1994). 

Australian 
Government 

 Relates to the stabilisation of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere.   

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 
Ozone Layer (1987). 

Australian 
Government 

 The Protocol sets out a mandatory timetable for the phase out of ozone depleting 
substances.  The timetable is under constant revision, with phase out dates accelerated 
in accordance with scientific understanding and technological advance.  
 

Local Agenda 21 (1992). 
 

Australian 
Government 

 Provides guidelines that ensure human beings are responsible for sustainable 
development and participation at all levels; works toward a higher quality of life of all 
people through legislation, research and planning.  

 




